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SPEECH NOTES FOR THE PREMIER-, MR DOTS TAN, AT SOCGEROOS/FERENCVAROS ^ 
SOCCER MATCH. IiINDMARSH. 6.2. '74 
MR DECKERS, IADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
THANKS VERY MUCH FOR ASKING MB HERE TONIGHT AND FOR GIVING ME THE 
CHANCE TO MEET OUR OWN SOCCEROOS AND THE MEMBERS OF ONE OF THE 
REAL GLAMOUR TEAMS OF INTERNATIONAL SOCCER, FERENCVAROS OF HUNGARY. 
I CAN ASSURE THE VISITORS OF A ViiRY WARM AND SINCERE WELCOME: I 
HOPE THEY WON'T MIND TOO MUCH WHEN I SAY THAT I HOPE THEY TAKE 
AWAY MEMORIES OF FRIENDLINESS AND HOSPITALITY - BUT NOT OF VICTORY. 
EVEN JUST A FEW YEARS AGO, THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN LITTLE MORE THAN A 
PIOUS HOPE BUT THOSE DAYS ARE PAST. AUSTRALIAN SOCCER HAS REALLY 
COME OF AGE BOTH IN TERMS OF POPULAR APPEAL AND QUALITY OF PLAYING. 
WE SAW THAT IN THE VICTORY AGAINST SOUTH KOREA WHICH QUALIFIED 
AUSTRALIA FOR THE WORLD CUP IN WEST GERMANY NEXT JUNE. 
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WE'RE ALL HERE TONIGHT TO WATCH WHAT I'M SURE WILL BE SPARKLING 
SOCCER - NOT LISTEN TO SPEECHES - BUT THERE'S ONE OTHER POINT 
I'D LIKE TO MAKE. SOCCER HAS NOT ONLY COME OF AGE HERE, IT'S 
BECOME A NATIONAL GAME RATHER THAN AS USED TO BE THE CASE, ONE 
WITH A MAINLY MIGRANT FOLLOWING. 
I DON'T THINK IT'S EVER LIKELY TO DISPLACE AUSTRALIAN RULES AS A 
MASS SPECTATOR SPORT BUT THERE IS A STRONG PROSPECT OF IT VERY 
RAPIDLY BECOMING CO-EQUAL. CERTAINLY THROUGH THE SCHOOL AND IN 
OTHER WAYS THE STATS GOVERNMENT IS HAPPY TO GIVE ALL THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT IT C M TO FOSTER MORE INTEREST IN AND BETTER 
STANDARDS OF SOCCER. 
SO ONCE AGAIN THANKS FOR ASKING ME HERE. I'M SURE WE'RE GOING TO 
SEE A GREAT GAME. THE ONLY PITY IS THAT THE SCHEDULE FOR . 
FERENCVAROS' TOUR WAS SUCH THAT IT CLASHES WITH ONE OF THE GREAT 
T.V. EVENTS OF THE WEEK - THE BRITISH MATCH OF THE WEEK. 
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